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Illinois Department of 
Public Health - Overview







Origins of IDPH
• The Illinois Department of Public Health has been 

promoting the health and well-being of Illinois 
citizens since 1877 

• These first public health pioneers contended with 
the following:

• Smallpox

• Polio

• TB

• Unsanitary water and milk supplies

• Today’s new challenges: 

• Health disparities & chronic conditions

• Familiar — but now drug-resistant — diseases

• Epidemics and the spread of disease 

• Protects against environmental hazards

• Respond to disasters and assists communities 
in recovery

525 & 535 W. Jefferson offices in Springfield



IDPH at a Glance

• IDPH has headquarters in Springfield and Chicago.
• Regional Health Offices

• Laboratories

• 1,100 employees

• Over 200 programs:
• Childhood immunization

• Food, water, and drug testing

• Hospital and nursing home licensure

• Infectious and chronic disease control

• Vital records

• Health statistics collection and evaluation

• Newborn screenings

• Women’s health promotion

• Emergency preparedness

• Workforce development

Springfield

Chicago



IDPH Regions

Bellwood

West Chicago

Champaign

Marion

Rockford

Peoria

Edwardsville



What Are E-cigarettes?







Devices

• Looks like a USB stick

• Low maintenance so it’s most 
popular among teens

• Stopped selling popular flavored 
pods but third party pods claim to 
be compatible



Devices

Tanks, Mods, & Pens

• Modifiable to increase 
potency

• Uses e-juice: liquid that 
contains nicotine, metal 
particles, & harsh chemicals











What are the Health Risks?



What are the Health Risks?

• Most e-cigarettes contain nicotine, which is the addictive drug in 
regular cigarettes and other tobacco products. 

• 99% of e-cigarettes contain nicotine. 

• That is especially important for you to understand because 
nicotine can harm your brain, which continues to develop until 
you are about 25 years old. 











What Leads to E-cigarette Use?









E-cigarette or Vaping Product 

Use Associated Lung Injury



How the Outbreak was Uncovered













Recent Respiratory Illnesses

• 218 cases across Illinois connected to vaping including 5 deaths.

• Cases reported use of both Nicotine and THC.

• Symptoms include:

• Chest pain, coughing

• Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea

• Difficulty breathing/shortness of breath

• Fatigue, fever, or abdominal pain























What Can You do About It?



What Can You do About It?

• IDPH recommends you refrain from using e-cigarette and vaping 
products that contain Nicotine and THC.

• Do not buy products off the street, and not modify or add any 
substances to these products.

• See a health care provider if you experience any symptoms related 
to difficulty of breathing.







For more information visit: 
WWW.DPH.ILLINOIS.GOV

For help quitting visit WWW.QUITYES.ORG

@IllinoisDPH@IllinoisDPH @IDPH@IDPH.Illinois


